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Copenhagen – city of cyclists!
Cyclists think Copenhagen is an excellent city for cycling! Fully 
83% of them think Copenhagen is great to cycle in. 

Cycle traffi c has been continuously on the rise since we began 
keeping the Bicycle Account. Since the fi rst Bicycle Account 
was published in 1995, bicycle traffi c has grown by 41% while 
motor traffi c has only risen by 18%. In 2003 fully 36% cycled to 
workplaces in Copenhagen whereas only 27% drove to work.  
Furthermore, we know that many cyclists use their bikes to go 
shopping or run errands and that many people also cycle for 
recreational purposes or for exercise. If we can get even more 
people to cycle for recreational purposes, even more people 
will enjoy better health and society will save a lot of money!

Being one of the best cities for cyclists in the world is a com-
mitment. The fact that so many residents of Copenhagen 
choose to cycle places special demands on the management 
of the city’s streets and spaces. The city of Copenhagen will 
continue to place a high priority on cyclists.  To the citizens of 
Copenhagen I would like to say, “Use your bikes every day and 
experience the joys of Copenhagen on two wheels!”
 

Søren Pind, Mayor for traffi c
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What is a Bicycle Account?
The Bicycle Account is an account for cyclists and the City of 
Copenhagen, showing the city’s record in the fi eld of cycling. 
We have conducted a survey of the cyclists’ own attitudes and 
supplemented the survey by a number of key fi gures depicting 
conditions which are vital to cyclists. We also review the ob-
jectives set forth in Cycle Policy 2002-2012. The centre pages 
of this pamphlet will provide you with a summary of the main 
results and key fi gures. It is our hope that you will be inspired 
to read more about the Bicycle Account on our home page, 
www.vejpark.kk.dk/cityofcyclists.

1.13 million kilometres are cycled every day
Both bicycle and motor traffi c are on the rise since the last Bicycle 
Account 2002. We have taken a census of cyclists and motorists 
at many points in the city. On the basis of these fi gures we have 
calculated the number of kilometres cycled and driven by car. 
Over the past 10 years the number of kilometres cycled has 
increased by twice as much as the number of kilometres driven. 
Every day 1.13 million kilometres are cycled in Copenhagen.

More and more people cycle to workplaces in Copenhagen. 
36% cycled to work in 2003 compared to 32% in 2001. This 
means we are well on our way towards achieving our objective, 
which is that 40% will be cycling to work by 2012. In 2003 27% 
drove to work, 33% used public transport and 5% walked.

Cycle traffi c fl ows 2004

Number of bicycles and mopeds on a weekday between 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.
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Higher cyclist ratings 
Since we initiated the Bicycle Account in 1995, cyclist ratings 
of Copenhagen as a city for cyclists have become increasingly 
favourable. Fully 83% now feel that Copenhagen is great for 
cycling – in 1995 the fi gure was 66%. In particular, cyclists have 
become more satisfi ed with the amount of cycle tracks and 
their maintenance. A great deal has been done over the past 
10 years to improve facilities for cyclists in the City of Copen-
hagen and this has not passed unnoticed.

Fewer serious accidents involving cyclists
The number of serious cyclist casualties has dropped by 18% 
since 2002. Around 2/3 of the cyclists who were seriously in-
jured were injured at intersections – most of them at signa-
lized junctions. The greatest drop in cyclist casualties has in 
fact taken place at signalized junctions, a resounding 28%. The 
city’s systematic efforts to improve cyclist safety at junctions 
certainly seem to be having an impact.

Risk
The individual cyclist’s risk of being injured in traffi c has con-
sequently been reduced by almost 20% since 2002 so we are 
well on our way to achieving our goal of reducing cyclist risk by 
half by 2012. Between 1995 and 2000 risk was already reduced 
by half.

Helmets
For the fi rst time cyclists were asked whether they wore 
a helmet. Fewer than one out of every ten cyclists (8%) 
above the age of 16 wears a helmet. A signifi cantly larger 
proportion of cyclists’ children under the age of 16 wear 
a helmet. 61% of cyclists who have children answer that 
all or some of their children wear a helmet.

Cyclist risk of serious injury can be signifi cantly reduced 
(30%) by wearing a helmet, which is something cyclists 
can do themselves to reduce the risk of being injured 
in traffi c. 

Cycling benchmarking project
The City of Copenhagen is participating in the project 
Urban Transport Benchmarking Initiative, in which we 
compare our performance with that of other cities in 
Europe in the fi eld of cycling. One parameter is the num-
ber of bicycle repair shops, a fi gure which indicates the 
degree of interest in cycling in the different cities. There 
are 143 bicycle repair shops in Copenhagen whereas the 
other cities have between 10 and 20, with the exception 
of Prague where there are 85, perhaps because the inte-
rest in cycling is on the rise.
(www.transportbenchmarks.org)
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Summary 1995 - 2004

What cyclists think
Cyclists are asked how they rate various cycling facilities in Copenhagen. The cyclists’ ratings are converted into a point system 
depicted graphically as 10 little cyclists – the more little cyclists, the better! A rating of 10% satisfi ed cyclists is depicted as one little 
cyclist. The arrow indicates a shift of 5 percentage points or more, which is not suffi cient to result in a rating change.

Copenhagen as a city of cyclists

Cyclist sense of security

Amount of cycle tracks

Cycle track width

Cycle track maintenance

Road maintenance

Cycle parking generally

Feasibility of combining cycling with public transport
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Key fi gures

Kilometres cycled (million km per day)

Proportion who cycle for other purposes than work (%)

Proportion who cycle for recreation and exercise (%)

Cycle track length (km)

Cycle lane length (km)

Green cycle route length (km)

Cycle track maintenance (DKK million)

Serious cyclist casualties (number)

Serious cyclist casualties at signalized junctions (number)

On-road cycle parking spaces (1,000 spaces) 

Cycle Policy target fi gures

Proportion who cycle to work (%)

Cyclist risk (serious casualty per 1 million cycle km)

Cyclist sense of security (%)

Cyclist travelling speed (km/h)

Cycling comfort (unsatisfactory surface in %)

Summary 1995 - 2004

*=2003 og **=2001

1.13 1.11 1.05 0.92 0.93 0.80
89 - - - - -

25 - - - - -

329 323 307 302 294 293

14 12 10 6 - -

37 32 31 30 29 29

9.9 6.8 9.1 5.3 4.7 3.9

124 152 146 173 252 231

38 52 57 54 88 81

20.5 - - - - -

36* 32** 34 30 30 31

0.30 0.38 0.38 0.52 0.74 0.79

58 56 57 58 60 51

15.3 - - - - -

2* 5 10 - - -
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Cycle track congestion
Many of us have experienced long queues on the cycle track 
waiting for the traffi c light to change. This is a common occur-
rence during rush hour on the most congested cycle tracks in 
central Copenhagen and is due to the fact that these sections 
are, or are becoming, too narrow in relation to the number of 
cyclists travelling on them in rush hour. For this reason cyclists 
are less satisfi ed with cycle track width than with the amount 
of cycle tracks.

It is the city’s objective to improve ease of passage for cyclists.
This can be done by widening the most heavily congested cycle 
tracks and by introducing synchronized traffi c lights (”green 
waves”) for cyclists.

We must learn to be more considerate
Almost 20% of motorists and users of public transport report 
that they are often adversely affected by cyclists in traffi c. Cyclists
themselves are negatively affected by other cyclists and by cars. 
This would seem to indicate that if we were all more conside-
rate of each other in traffi c we would feel more secure when 
travelling about the streets. This is especially a problem on the 
busiest roads and cycle tracks which are narrow and crowded 
to begin with.
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Even better facilities for cyclists
The desire to improve conditions for cyclists is solidly anchored 
in the City’s overall planning, such as Cycle Policy 2002-2012, 
the Traffi c and Environment Plan 2004 and the Municipal Plan. 
Taken as a whole, things are moving in the right direction when 
it comes to achieving the objectives set forth in Cycle Policy, 
but continued efforts are vital.

For this reason the Roads and Parks Department is imple-
menting a number of projects focusing on cycling conditions. 
Some of these are routine provisions whereas others are new 
measures initiated in 2005. Fx. a total of up to 300 new cycle 
parking spaces are to be set up in a selected district by the end 
of 2005. In addition, all cycle tracks with unsatisfactory surfaces 
will be repaired. Furthermore, we will continue our efforts to 
improve cyclist safety and we will also continue to build more 
cycle tracks and cycle routes.

Keep updated on our home page
Providing the public with practical information on current cyc-
ling conditions is also on the Copenhagen agenda. The Bicycle 
Account is already part of this strategy, and the Roads and 
Parks Department home page will be made even more infor-
mative for Copenhagen residents. We are also working on in-
troducing a cycle route planner on our home page to guide 
cyclists to the easiest or alternatively the safest route.

Cycle Policy 2002 - 2012, objectives
• the proportion of people cycling to workplaces in  
 Copenhagen shall increase from 34% to 40%
• cyclist risk of serious injury or death shall decrease  
 by 50%
• the proportion of Copenhagen cyclists who feel   
 safe cycling in town shall increase from 57% to 80%
• cyclist travelling speed on trips of over 5 km shall  
 increase by 10%
• cycling comfort shall be improved so that cycle   
 track surfaces deemed unsatisfactory shall not   
 exceed 5%

See page 7 for how well these objectives are being achieved. 

Traffi c and Environment Plan 2004, objectives
The proportion cyclists form of the total amount of traf-
fi c in the City of Copenhagen is to be increased through 
a concerted effort to improve the cycle infrastructure. 
Since cycling is a non-polluting means of transport, a 
larger proportion of cyclists will help reduce the combi-
ned environmental impact of traffi c. There are various 
strategies for implementing this, such as building more 
cycle tracks and widening the most congested tracks. 
Green cycle routes are another focus area.





Published in June 2005

Graphics and layout:  Roads and Parks Department

Photos: Tine Harden

Questionnaire survey: Grinsted Public a/s

Printed by: Jønsson & NKN A/S 

Printed on Galerie Art Silk
Svanemærket, ISO 14001, ISO 9002 and EMAS
Environmentally UV varnish

B I C Y C L E  A C C O U N T  •  2 0 0 4

www.vejpark.kk.dk/CityofCyclists

B I C Y C L E  A C C O U N T  •  2 0 0 4

www.vejpark.kk.dk/CityofCyclists

CITY OF COPENHAGEN 

Building and Construction Administration

Roads and Parks Department

Njalsgade 13, 5.

DK-2300 Copenhagen S

(+ 45) 3366 3500

vejpark@btf.kk.dk


